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NOTES.

Lty oF Raimroap RicET oF WAY FOR SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS.—
The divergent results reached in the decisions dealing with the right
_of munieipalities to levy assessments for local improvements upon the
property of railroad companies, though accounted for in large part by
the varying provisions of state statutes and constitutions, depend at
bottom upon the conflict of opinion as to the principles underlying the
power to tmpose special assessments. The justification for the imposi-
tion of such assessments has often been stated to be the special benefit
conferred upon the contignous property by the improvement.! And,
although it would follow that any assessment gubstantially in excess

3 Cooley, Taxation (3rd ed.) 1153; Hamilton, Special Assessments,
§ 3; see Harlan, J., dissenting, in French 7. Barber Asphalt Co. {1901)

181 U. 8. 324, 346.
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